The impact of the Lagos manual vacuum aspiration (MVA) training courses on medical education.
The Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, College of Medicine, University of Lagos commenced training programmes in the use of manual Vacuum Aspiration (MVA) for the treatment of septic abortion in 1989. The courses were evaluated using pre-tests and post-tests, and those of the participants from the first 5 years were analysed. 142 doctors and 72 nurses were trained from teaching hospitals, parastatal and private hospitals. The results of 154 participants (71%) were recovered and analysed. The training courses significantly increased the medical knowledge of both doctors and nurses; those from the Teaching Hospitals appearing to gain more. The amount of knowledge gained by those from the private sector, although showing a statistically significant increase was much less than the other participants. More emphasis should be placed on improving the performance of those from the private sector.